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President Ernesto Samper completed his first year in office on Aug. 7 amid growing demands
that he resign. The investigation into alleged contributions from the drug cartels to Samper's
election campaign in 1994 has already forced the resignation of former defense minister Fernando
Botero Zea, who was later arrested. As the crisis deepened, Samper imposed a state of emergency,
citing the need to fight the country's endemic violence, although opponents claim it is merely a
diversionary tactic. Charges that Samper's campaign received money from the Cali cartel have
dogged the president since his inauguration (see NotiSur, 06/24/94 and 05/05/95). Samper has
steadfastly denied the charges and vowed to crack down on the cartel.
The arrest of Cali cartel boss Miguel Rodriguez Orejuela on Aug. 6 was the most important arrest
to date in the government's battle against the drug traffickers and came at an opportune time, as
Samper tried to salvage the prestige of his office in the wake of the latest accusations. "The capture
of Miguel Rodriguez Orejuela is a victory for each and every Colombian," said Samper. "It is the
beginning of the end of the drug trafficking problem in Colombia. Fighting drug trafficking is and
will continue to be the highest priority for us, because of its repercussions on national security, its
profound corrupting power on society, and the high costs we are paying to get rid of it."
Rodriguez Orejuela's arrest brought to six the number of top Cali leaders now behind bars,
prompting some analysts to join Samper in talk of the end of the Cali cartel. Others, however,
pointed out that while similar predictions followed the death of Medellin cartel leader Pablo
Escobar, the flow of drugs to the US and elsewhere continued unabated. Despite the latest arrests,
authorities have already identified 14 people who have taken over management of the drug cartel.
The government has warned that as long as the demand for illegal drugs exists, the suppliers will
be there, whether they are called the Cali cartel or something else. For that reason, Samper had long
insisted that the international community, especially consumer countries, take more responsibility
for controlling illegal drugs.
Nevertheless, Samper's very success in capturing the Cali leaders has been his administration's
Achilles' heel, since raids carried out while making the arrests yielded the information that linked
contributions from the cartel to his campaign through campaign treasurer Santiago Medina.
Medina was arrested on July 26 after he failed to explain satisfactorily why he accepted a US$50,000
check from a company known to be a front for the Cali cartel (see NotiSur, 08/04/95). Particularly
damaging was testimony by Medina linking Defense Minister Botero, who was Samper's campaign
manager, to the receipt of drug money. According to transcripts of his testimony, Medina under
orders from Botero asked cartel representatives for US$2.4 million and assured them that Samper
favored a continuation of the 1993 penal code that granted big sentence reductions to traffickers who
surrendered. The Cali cartel then gave US$1.2 million for the first round of elections in May and US
$4.9 million for the June runoff, according to Medina. Botero resigned on Aug. 2, saying he would
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fight the allegations. However, he was arrested on Aug. 15 for questioning regarding the alleged
contributions.
Botero, one of Samper's closest political associates, is the first high- ranking government official
to be toppled in the drug-money scandal. Since his detention, Botero has undergone several days
of rigorous questioning by prosecutors, who have ten days in which to decide whether to press
criminal charges. As part of the investigation, assistant attorney general Alfonso Salamanca said
federal prosecutors will go to New York to investigate a Chase Manhattan Bank account that Medina
alleges was used by Botero to deposit the cartel donations. Botero is claiming that the cartel used
Medina as a plant in the campaign to discredit Samper. "Medina has a long-standing relationship
with the Cali cartel, making it likely that the cartel planted him in the Samper campaign," said a
spokesperson for Botero.
"This is a plot by the cartel and Fernando's resignation is a victory for them." The investigation
has now spread to Samper's family. On Aug. 5, the prosecutor's office questioned Jacquin Strouss
de Samper, the first time in the history of Colombia that a president's wife has been investigated.
According to Medina, Strouss de Samper coordinated the receipt of donations and she diverted
funds from the Friends of the Environment Foundation, which she founded, to her husband's
campaign. Although investigations by public prosecutors resulted in the arrests of Botero and
Medina, the inquiry into Samper's involvement is being carried out by the Accusations Commission
(Comision de Acusaciones) of Colombia's House of Representatives, many of whose members
are also accused of taking money from traffickers. For that reason, many Colombians doubt the
commission will conduct a thorough probe.
"Absolutely nothing will happen," wrote Antonio Caballero, a columnist for the prestigious
international news magazine Cambio 16. "The president won't fall. He won't resign, no one will
fire him and no one will topple him." Samper's future may well lie with Botero. If, in a bid for
leniency, he corroborates Medina's testimony that Samper approved of taking Cali cartel money, the
president may be forced to directly defend himself against the tightening ring of evidence.
Leading the inquiry into the influence of the drug cartels in the government is 45-year-old
Attorney General Alfonso Valdivieso. Valdivieso understands the risks involved in going after
the powerful drug traffickers. His cousin and confidant, Luis Carlos Galan, a leading candidate
in the 1990 presidential election, was assassinated in 1989 by the Medellin cartel. "Like Galan, the
attorney general has a sense of duty to do what's right for the country, to take it to the ultimate
consequences regardless of where the trail leads," said a Valdivieso aide. On Aug. 11, Colombian
police deactivated a small bomb outside Valdivieso's home, precipitating an increase in security
for the attorney general. Myles Frechette, the US Ambassador in Colombia, offered the services
of US agents to protect Valdivieso, but the offer so far has not been accepted. In the midst of
this unprecedented crisis, the attorney general's office has emerged as one of the few credible
government institutions.
A survey by the consulting firm Centro Nacional de Consultoria indicated that 47% of those
questioned approve of the job that the attorney general has done, while 39% rate it as average and
6% judged it badly. In the same survey, 77% said they believe that drug money went to candidates
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in the 1994 presidential elections. Samper's approval rating, however, has dropped to 33.8% from
60.4% a year ago, according to a poll published Aug. 6 by the daily newspaper El Tiempo. Although
Samper's term does not end until Aug. 7, 1998, some analysts question whether he will finish his
term if the Accusations Commission finds sufficient evidence to pursue the matter. Samper insists
that he will not resign, and has asked the country to accept his word regarding the charges against
him.
Comparing the crisis to the 1970s scandal that forced former US president Richard Nixon to step
down, politicians from both ruling and opposition parties say Samper has lost the people's trust
as increasingly compromising evidence has emerged allegedly showing huge donations from the
Cali cartel to his campaign. "It is one of the worst crises to occur in the history of Colombia," said
Enrique Pajero, a former Liberal presidential candidate. "The president of the republic must resign.
His commitment to an alliance with a criminal organization is very serious."
In addition, on Aug. 15 a group of congressional deputies headed by Paulina Espinosa called on
Samper to take a leave of absence until the accusations regarding his campaign are resolved.
Espinosa said the country could not afford "a half- time president" who must divide his time
between his duties as head of state and defending himself on the charges against him. "The
president should ask for a leave of absence to assume his defense and turn over his duties as
president to Vice President Humberto de la Calle," said Espinosa, who also called for the immediate
resignation of Interior Minister Horacio Serpa, also implicated in the scandal.
The call for Samper's resignation was echoed by Andres Pastrana, Samper's opponent in the 1994
election, who first turned over tapes implicating the Samper campaign in drug donations two days
after the election. However, Pastrana has also been accused of links to the drug dealers and of
instigating the scandal now rocking the Samper administration. Meanwhile, on Aug. 8, Samper
named a law professor to replace Botero as his defense minister. His designee, Juan Carlos Esguerra,
dean of the law school at Bogota's prestigious Javeriana University, said he was committed to ending
Colombia's decades-old guerrilla insurgency and to continuing the crackdown on drug trafficking.

State of Emergency Declared
As Samper's political troubles increased, on Aug. 16 he declared a state of emergency called a state
of "internal unrest" under the 1991 Constitution. Samper cited growing violence and problems of
organized crime as the justification for the action. The measure allows the president to make certain
decisions without congressional approval, although the measure does not include the suspension of
any constitutional guarantees. Samper said that the state of emergency would allow the government
to crack down on common criminals, drug lords, leftist guerrillas, and right-wing paramilitary
groups who have created a "situation of generalized violence" in Colombia.
While acknowledging the alarming level of violence in the country, critics claim the violence has
not increased recently and say Samper used the measure to divert attention from his political
problems. Most Colombians have paid little attention to the new measures, since the state of
emergency is more the rule than the exception in Colombia. Between 1948 and 1982 Colombia
was under a state of emergency a total of 24 years. (Sources: Deutsche Press Agentur, 08/15/95;
Inter Press Service, 08/05/95, 08/16/95; Associated Press, 08/04/95, 08/07/95, 08/09/95, 08/16/95,
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08/18/95; Notimex, 08/09/95, 08/14/95, 08/15/95, 08/18/95; Agence France-Presse, 08/03/95, 08/0608/95, 08/10/95, 08/12/95, 08/15/95, 08/17/95, 08/18/95, 08/20/95; Reuter, 08/02/95, 08/03/95, 08/05/95,
08/07/95, 08/11/95, 08/14/95, 08/15/95, 08/17/95, 08/22/95)
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